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BERLIN LETTER II 

 
63rd Annual Berlin Seminar for American Fulbright Grantees 

 
March 26 - 30, 2017 

 
 

We are happy that so many of you (about 350 Fulbrighters) from Germany and other European countries have decided to 
join us in Berlin.  

The following information and enclosures will be our final correspondence  
before we will meet for the Seminar. 

 
 

I.  SPECIAL CONFERENCE INFORMATION 

II. LOGISTICS  

III. CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 

IV. LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

V. MISCELLANEOUS  

 
Welcome and Introduction of the Seminar Theme 
 
Dear fellow Fulbrighters, 
 
Since its inception more than 70 years ago, the Fulbright program has literally moved over 400.000 U.S. and international 
fellows. Of these, more than 44.000 participants – just like you - have embarked on a personal journey across the Atlantic. 
The crossing of continents has often turned into the adventure of becoming a more educated, a more tolerant and a more 
caring global citizen. Senator J. William Fulbright, himself an early traveler to Great Britain, underlined the need to expose 
oneself to other cultures to better understand one´s own country and personality. Your trip to Berlin for this seminar is yet 
another opportunity: to compare notes, to present your work, to meet exciting peers, and to move around this vibrant city of 
Berlin. Having chosen the motif of “the journey” for this year´s Berlin Seminar, we encourage you to share the experience of 
your academic and personal Fulbright “travels” with each other, just as Mark Twain and his “Innocent  Abroad” did in order to 
reach a new destination. We wish all of you a rewarding expedition and a wonderful time in Germany´s capital city. 
 
Herzlich Willkommen in Berlin! 
Dr. Oliver Schmidt and the Fulbright Staff 
 

 

I.  SPECIAL CONFERENCE INFORMATION 

1. The conference format  
This is the 63rd meeting of American Fulbrighters in Berlin. For Sunday and Monday we also welcome about 200 
German grantees of the program year 2017-18. They will have their orientation meeting in Berlin, and we have planned 
some key events where you all will have a chance to meet. The idea is to make new contacts and establish networks, 
thereby displaying the spirit of the late Senator J. William Fulbright, whose vision and legacy has inspired generations 
of Fulbrighters. We are honored by your presence and proud to present you with a program that we hope offers 
something of interest to everyone. We also hope that your participation in the 2017 Berlin Seminar allows you to meet 
new and old friends, share your Fulbright experience with us, and have a great time in the capital of Germany.  
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2. Enclosed are several documents to which we will refer again further below 
- List of American Participants 
- Tentative Program  
- Overview of Discussion Groups for Monday Panel  
- Description of Sunday Tours 

 
3. Steps before arrival in Berlin 

Step 1:  Please check all details in the enclosed participants’ list. Please note that this information (full name, home 
institution, host institution) will be printed on the seminar name tag. If you would like us to make any changes 
to your personal information, add more details (such as your host institution and field of study), and/or change 
your preference to have/not have your email address published in the final participant list, please send an 
email to events@fulbright.de by March 10, 2017! 

 
Step 2:  Please register for the discussion groups on Monday, March 27 as described in Item III.4. 

 
4. Steps after arrival in Berlin 
 Step 1: Hotel check-in – See section II.1 and II.2. 
   Upon arrival, please check in at the reception desk of the hotel by providing your name. 
 Step 2: Conference registration – See section III.1. 
   Please register separately with the Fulbright staff at the Motel One Berlin-Tiergarten between 12/noon   
   and 5:00 pm. This is where you will meet us and where you will receive your conference folder with the  
   final Program Notes as well as an optional city tour ticket, if you are interested in the tour. Tickets are   
   provided on a first come, first served-basis (cf. tour information included with this letter). 
 
II. LOGISTICS  

1.  Check-in at the conference hotel  
 
 All grantees, except Berlin residents, are accommodated at the Motel One Berlin-Tiergarten according to requests or 
 hotel capacity. Student and teaching assistant grantees are accommodated in double-rooms. 
 

The Motel One Berlin-Tiergarten is conveniently located in the district of Tiergarten.  
 

Motel One Berlin-Tiergarten 
An der Urania 12/14, 10787 Berlin 
Phone: +49(0)30-2 36 31 29-0  
berlin-tiergarten@motel-one.com 
http://www.motel-one.com/de/hotels/berlin/hotel-berlin-tiergarten/ 
 
Please note that we cannot guarantee availability of your room before 3:00 pm. However, you can leave your luggage 
in a locked baggage room close to the reception desk. 

 
2.  How to get there  

The Motel One Hotel Berlin-Tiergaren is within walking distance (about 8-10 minutes) from the subway station 
Wittenbergplatz. Upon arrival at Wittenbergplatz, take the exit to Kleiststraße and walk down this street to An der 
Urania and then turn left. Continue walking on the left sidewalk, past the Best Western Hotel President, and you are 
there. You can also use the buses # M29, 106, 187 stop: An der Urania or bus # 100 stop: Schillstraße. 
For more information on schedules and tickets, please consult: http://www.bvg.de/en 

 
a) If you arrive by long-distance train you will have to switch at one of the long-distance train stations in  
     Berlin (e.g. the Hauptbahnhof or Ostbahnhof) and take a commuter train (S-Bahn) to Berlin 

Zoologischer Garten. This is a regular regional train station and all East-West S-Bahns (commuter trains) stop 
there. Then take the subway to Wittenbergplatz. 

 
b) If you arrive by plane, there are two airports in Berlin: Tegel and Schönefeld. 

 Tegel: Take the TXL bus direction Alexanderplatz and switch at station S Beusselstrasse to Bus 106, get 
off at station An der Urania or take the bus (X9 or 109) to Berlin Zoologischer Garten, and from there with 
Bus M46 direction U-Bahn Britz Süd and get off An der Urania. 

 A ticket costs EUR 2,80 (Zone AB). A taxi would be about EUR 30. 
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 Schönefeld: Take the Airport Express train (regular regional train) or the S-Bahn to Berlin Zoologischer 
Garten (Ticket Zone ABC EUR 3,40). Then take the subway to Wittenbergplatz. 

 
c) Parking is available at the Motel One Hotel (only limited space) and it will cost EUR 15/24h. 

 
3.  Accommodation 

We have made room reservations as requested or as available. The Fulbright Commission will pay for these routine 
arrangements. Please note that any changes or deviations from the confirmed reservations must be clarified with us in 
advance, otherwise you are responsible for all resulting costs, including no-show fees, as mentioned in the registration 
form.It is really important that you contact us if you are delayed (arrival after 5 pm on March 26, 2017) or if you cannot 
come at all (i.e. for health reasons).  

 
4.  A note on German hotels 
 In German hotels each adult or child is usually counted as a separate, paying guest. Therefore, do expect to 

accommodate any small children at additional costs, even if they sleep in their parents' bed or on the floor. 
Reservations made by the Fulbright Commission will of course include children at no extra expense.  

 
If you experience any problems during your stay, please try to work them out with the reception desk or with us. Be 
aware that any change of accommodation or any extras (laundry, parking, etc.) will be at your own expense.  

 
5.  Important: Liability Issues 
 The Fulbright Commission cannot assume any responsibility or liability for you and your property. We recommend that 

you leave your valuables at home as there is no safe in your hotel room! 
 

III. CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 

1.  Registration details  
All participants must register with the Fulbright staff to receive their conference ID (name tag), which is your admission 
ticket to all events. 

 
a) Regular conference registration session is on Sunday, March 26 from 12:00 pm/noon to 5:00 pm at the 

Fulbright desk in the Motel One Hotel Berlin-Tiergarten. 
b) Grantees who live in Berlin and who have sent in their participation confirmation must also register with us at 

the Motel One Hotel Berlin-Tiergarten ON SUNDAY to receive the conference program and their name tag. 
 

2. Conference Fees 
a) Grantees from Germany 
For grantees who have requested reimbursement for their travel to and from Berlin, please note that our Fiscal Unit will 
transfer the appropriate amount (our standard reimbursement procedure = 50 % of the 2nd class train ticket) to your 
bank account approximately 4 - 6 weeks after the conference. This amount will automatically be reduced by your 
conference registration fee (EUR 20) so you do not have to bring money for the registration. 

b) Grantees from other countries 
Grantees from other countries and guests: If you are a self-paying grantee, you should have received an  
e-mail with information regarding our payment procedure. If you have not received such an e-mail from us by now, 
please let us know at americanprograms@fulbright.de.  
 

3. Conference Site 
The Berlin Seminar will take place at the conference center Urania, which is conveniently located right across the 
street from our conference hotel. Please note, however, that crossing the multi-lane street can be dangerous and 
therefore we strongly recommend that you use the pedestrian crossing to reach the other side of the busy street.    

   
4. Conference Program   

A final conference program schedule will be available upon registration. We enclose a tentative program which is 
subject to change. Please do not count on the exact starting times as we are still fine-tuning a few events. The current 
structure of the program highlights a number of different events which we consider important official events for all 
participants, and we expect your attendance. Aside from these key events, we offer a variety of workshops, tours and 
excursions, and we hope that all participants find something of interest as well as some time for their own activities. 
Please respect the program sponsors and organizers by following our suggestions.  
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Request for Action: Registering for selected events   

a) For the Discussions on Monday, March 27 morning and afternoon we ask you to register for one of the 
following discussion groups in the morning and for one in the afternoon by sending an email with your name and 
your 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choice for a discussion group to events@fulbright.de by March 10, 2017 at the latest! We 
will do our best to accommodate your preferences, but when this is not possible, we will assign you to one of the 
discussion groups that still has room. 

Discussion Groups in the morning (10:00 am to 12:30 pm)  

1 Putting My Fulbright Experience into Words 
2 Migration – Refugees 
3 Migration – Lessons Learned from History 
4 What is a Fulbright Definition of Diversity? 
5 Politics – Post-U.S. Election/Pre-European Elections 
6 Politics – Impact on Transatlantic Exchanges 
7 Environment & Sustainability 
8 Self-Marketing: Making the Best Impression 
9 Gender Rights and Female Leadership 

10 Art and Identity Formation 
11 The European Union 
12 Paradise Now: First Journey to New Ways of Communication                        

 

Discussion Groups in the afternoon (for times, please consult schedule) 

13 Social Sciences in Transition: A Discussion about current Scientific and Political Issues 
14 Fulbright´s Journey: Quo Vadis, Transatlantic Exchange? 
15 Paradise Now: Second Journey to New Ways of Communication 

 
     For details of the discussion groups please refer to separate information included with this letter.  

Please note: On your name tag (enclosed with your conference folder) you will find the numbers of the discussion 
groups to which you have been assigned. If we do not receive an email from you, we will simply assign you to one 
of the remaining discussion groups. Please understand that last-minute switches cannot be considered. Please 
also note that we will not be able to confirm receipt of emails.  

b) The Fulbright Alumni e.V. invites you to a hands-on workshop for educators, change makers, community 
enthusiasts and any other team players on Tuesday, March 28, from 1:30 until 3:00 pm at the City Hall.  
The workshop title is: “Icebreakers, Warm-ups and Energizers: Group Games for Participatory Environments” 
and here is what the organizers have in mind: “Together we will act out group exercises that can help you to 
engage or animate your students, collaborators or clients. This is a place to learn, experiment and develop own 
ideas.” 

 
IV. LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

Enclosed please find a list of all registered participants. Please check the list for your name and notify us via email to 
events@fulbright.de if there is any discrepancy. A list of all participants (European, U.S. grantees in Germany, and 
German grantees 2017-2018) attending the Berlin Seminar will be included in the actual conference folder.  
 

V. MISCELLANEOUS 

1.  Internet Access 
 You will have free access to wireless (W-LAN) in the Motel One Hotel.  
 
2. Passports  

Please make sure that you bring along your valid passport, and carry it (or at least a copy) with you in Berlin. 
Watch out for your valuables on any train rides to and from Berlin, and also while you are in the city.  

 
3. Visa Regulations (for grantees outside Germany) 

U.S. citizens do not need a visa to enter Germany for the conference only. However, you may need a transit visa if 
traveling through non-European countries to get to Germany. Grantees with non-U.S. spouses should check with a 
German Embassy.  
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4. Health  

We hope you will enjoy the meeting in perfect health. In case of emergency you can call the  
Emergency number 112 (equivalent to the American “911”) or ask at the hotel reception. 

 
Grantees from Germany:  
Your health insurance coverage applies as stated. 

 
 Grantees from other countries:  
Please be aware that any medical treatment in Germany will have to be paid for in cash (private patient procedure). 
The Fulbright Commission cannot advance funding or pay any of these costs. Please arrange for adequate health 
insurance coverage. 

 
5.  Currency Exchange 

There are "Banken" and "Wechselstuben" near Kurfürstendamm where you can change any currency into Euro. 
Opening hours of Wechselstuben are usally: Monday to Saturday from 9:00 am to 8:00 pm. 

 
6. Transportation in Berlin  

For some special events pre-arranged buses will be available for transportation (free of charge). 
 

In your free-time, you will probably want to use the excellent public transportation in Berlin. Local transport systems 
include the U-Bahn (subway), S-Bahn (commuter train), Regionalbahn (Deutsche Bahn train) the Straßenbahn/Tram 
(streetcar) and Bus (yellow busses). There are special-rate tickets for tourists and families such as 24-hour tickets and 
group tickets. 
Please note that tickets covering the tariff zones AB will suffice unless you go beyond the inner city zone (e.g. to 
Schönefeld Airport). Please also note that the Fulbright Commission strongly discourages “Schwarzfahren” 
(travelling without a ticket) since there are regular ticket inspections. 

  

7. Meal Plan  
The successful payment of the participation fee (refers only to self-paying grantees) guarantees that you will receive 
your name tag, which serves as your conference ID card, upon arrival and check-in with us. This ID card entitles you to 
take part in all meals arranged by the Fulbright Commission.  
 
A buffet-style breakfast (6:00 – 10:00 am) is part of your hotel accommodation. This is also true for   
Thursday, March 30, the day of departure. Try to avoid the busier, last-minute period - right before the seminar’s 
morning sessions. Berlin looks beautiful at 6:00 am (so people say). The elevators are fast but you may have to wait a 
while during peak breakfast time, so please consider this and also use the stairs.  
 
All meals are pre-arranged (mostly as buffet-style dinners) and include a selection of dishes. Vegetarian options will be 
available. Please ask the catering staff for assistance, in case of dietary restrictions (allergies, intolerances, etc.) 
Please observe meal times. Beverages provided during meals are included in the meal plan at no extra costs. 

 
8.   Tours 

With regard to the broader dimension of this meeting, we offer an optional city tour on the opening day, Sunday, March 
26 from 3:00 – 5:00 pm. Enclosed please find the Seminar Tour Description. Please let us know if you are interested in 
the tour when you check in for the conference on Sunday, March 26, and we will give you a tour ticket, if still available. 
Please note that tickets will be distributed on a first come, first served basis.  

 
9. Free time 

We hope that our compact program allows for some free time to explore the city on your own, meet with German 
grantees and other colleagues, or simply relax and enjoy your stay.  

 
10.  Dress Code 

For some of the program events, such as the Fulbright Ceremony and the reception at the City Hall, we recommend 
that you bring some nice attire with you (smart casual). It is not necessary to appear in full-length formal wear, but a 
jacket or skirt, for example, would be most appreciated. No t-shirts, please! (unless under a nice shirt). 
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11.  Valuables 
Limited coatroom facilities will be available for certain events. However, we urge you not to leave passports, travel 
documents, money, cameras, etc. unattended anywhere. The Fulbright Commission cannot assume any responsibility 
for your personal belongings. 

 
12. Pets 
 Please let us know if you plan to bring along dogs, cats, or other creatures, as the hotel has restrictions. 
 
13. Departure from Berlin  

Hotel check-out and regular departure is Thursday, March 30, 2017 before 12:00 pm/noon. Please plan accordingly. 
Should you choose to stay beyond the listed conference participation period (before or after the conference) you will 
have to do so at your own cost, and at different room rates. 

 
14.  Reaching out to Fulbright Staff 

The Fulbright Staff will not be able to read or reply to any e-mails as of Friday, March 24/noon to Thursday, March 
30/noon. In case you are delayed or otherwise prevented from arriving on schedule we ask you to call the following 
numbers: 0170-24 0 49 42 (Reiner Rohr) or 0170-57 9 44 91 (Inga Pötzl). 
 
Please keep this Berlin Letter II for your reference along with the first letter. 
 
We look forward to 4 exciting days with all of you! 

 
 
Sincerely, 

                                                   
 
Dr. Oliver Schmidt     Reiner Rohr   
Executive Director     Head, Special Programs  
 
 

                                  
 
Inga Pötzl        Catharina Hänsch     Renee Burke   Carolin Weingart-Ridoutt 
Program Officer       Program Officer        Program Officer  Program Officer 
 
 

 


